GOBEKLITEPE

A STRIKING EXAMPLE OF THE
FIRST NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENTS

Gdbeklitepe dating back to 11,500 years ago is located near Orencik
village, 15 km northeast of Sanliurfa province. Home to earliest
vestiges about belief in the world, Gobeklitepe is one of the most
important known centres of Neolithic Age.

Communities who lived in this primaeval marvel, passed from
hunting-gathering to sedentism and built monumental megalithic
structures. The T-shaped limestone pillars set in the middle of the
structures are one of the first manifestations of human-made
monumental architecture. The monuments are believed to be used
in social events and rituals.

Some structures are up to 20 metres in diameter, where terraces
stretch along the walls and T-shaped and equally spaced stelae are
installed in the middle.

In the centre of 12 stelae around, there are two other steloe whose
weight reaches 15 tons. The steles, some of which are 5.50 metres
high, are decorated as if they were mythological representations:
depictions of wild animals, geometrical figures, and few abstract
depictions of humans.

Inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2018, the
mysterious and impressive Gébeklitepe promises its visitors a time-
travel into the most unknown periods of human history.

ERKEN DONEM NEOLITIK
YERLESIMLERINE GARPICI BiR ORNEK

Glinlimiizden 11.500 yil &ncesine tarihlenen Gébeklitepe, Sanliurfa
ilinin 15 kilometre kuzeydogusunda yer alan Orencik kdyl yakinlarinda
bulunmaktadir. Diinyada inangla ilgili en eski, en anitsal kalintilarin oldugu
yer olan Gobeklitepe, yenitas caginin bilinen en dnemli merkezlerindedir.

Gébeklitepe'de, avci-toplayici gezgin yasamdan yerlesik hayata
gegen topluluklar yasamis, anitsal yapilara imza atmistir. Yapilarin
icerisine yerlestirilen T-bicimli, kiregtasindan yapilmis dikilitaslar,
insan elinden ¢ikma anitsal mimarinin ilk &rneklerindendir. Bu
anitlarin - toplumsal etkinliklerde ve ritiellerde kullanildigina
inanilmaktadir.

Capi yer yer 20 metreye ulasan, kayalara oyulmus yuvarlak planl
yapilarin icerisinde duvar boyunca giden sekiler, yapilarin orta
yerlerinde T-bigimli esit araliklarla yerlestirilmis dikilitaslar bulunur.

Cevredeki 12 dikilitasin ortasinda kenardakilere gére daha yliksek
yapilmis, agirliklari 15 tona ulasan iki dikilitas mevcuttur. Bazilarinin
yiksekligi 5,5 metreye ulasan dikilitaslarin {izerlerinde, adeta bir
mitolojik anlatimi yansitan yabani hayvan betimlemeleri, geometrik
motifler ve az sayida insan betimlemeleri gériilmektedir.

2018 yilinda UNESCO Diinya Mirasi Listesi'ne eklenen, gizemli
ve etkileyici Gobeklitepe, ziyaretgilerine insanlik tarihinin en oz
bilinen dénemlerinden birine bir zaman yolculugu vadediyor.

TAS TEPELER

The Land oF\Grea’c Transformation
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DID YOU KNOW THAT?

As far as we know, Tas Tepeler region is the first
example of sedentism and social union on Earth.

12,000 years ago, this period of transformation where
shelters become houses and real villages appear.

In Tas Tepeler, human beings experimented examples
of organized labour and specialisation the first time.

It is believed monumental megalithic structures were
communal spaces where people gathered.

Sedentism engendered new methods for food
purveyance and storage. Human beings developed
skills to store and supply stored food in the region.

During the later stages of the period, new eating
habits caused the production of terracotta bowls,
and dishes cooked in sauce became a new element of
nutrition. For the very first time, humans were able to
use utensils and conduct basic trade.

BUNLARI BiLIYOR MUYDUNUZ?

Bilindigi kadariyla TAS FEPELER, dinya Uzerindeki
ilk_yerlesik yasam -ve 'sosyal topluluk ‘Grneklerine ev
sahipligi.yapar. %

12.000 yil Bhce, BQrinbéin konuta déntiistligl, gercek
koylerin ortaya-giktigi stireg baslar. -

.Bélge - ayni *zamanda® ‘orgahize ‘is  gliclinin,

uzmanlasmanin ilk drneklerini barindirir.

"Tas Tepeler'de: bulunan anitsal yapilarin “insanlarin

bir .draya geldigi = “kominal mekanlar -olduguna
inanilmaktadir.. | : g

“Yerlesik yasam b.erdb:erindevy‘eni besin elde etme ve

saklama stratejilerini de getifmistir. insanlar bélgede
yiyecek:saklama ve-tedarik becerileri gelistirmistir.

" Déhemin -ileti asamalarinda yeni besin aliskanliklari

pismis® toprak kaplarin  iretimini - de beraberinde

getirmis, sulu’ ds ‘beslenmede yeni bir. girdi olarak.
ortaya gikmystir. Bolge boylece, insanligin ilk-kap kacak

kullanimi “ve ‘témel ticaret girisimleri gerceklestirme
becerisine sahne olmustur.

KARAHANTEPE

KESFEDILMEYi BEKLEYEN
BiR MiRAS

ilk kez 1997 yilinda kesfedilen Karahantepe, Sanlurfa kent merkezine 55
kilometre mesafede yer alir. Alandaki kazilar 2019 yilinda baslamistir.
140 bin metrekarelik bir alana yayllon Karahantepede 250'yi askin
dikilitas yuzeyde gérmek mimkin. Alanda anokayanin icerisine oyulmus
onlarca yapinin varlidini kanitlayan bu dikilitaslarin yizeyleri insan ve
hayvan tasviriyle bezenmis. Karahantepe'de, Gobeklitepe'de 6ne ¢ikan
hayvan betimlerinin yani sira daha ¢ok insan betimleri ile karsilasiyoruz.
Karahantepe kozilari, tarihin hentiz aydinlatiimamis  bir déneminin
gizemini ¢ozecek dnemli bilgiler sunmayi vadediyor.

TAS TEPELER TAS TEPELER

A two-day trip to Sanliurfa gives the chance to visit the
twelve main sites to explore the earliest settlements

of mankind. Some of these big and small sites are now
excavation sites that will enlighten a crucial yet
little-known period of history.

Sanlurfa kentine yapilacak iki gunluk bir seyahat, tarih
severlere insanligin en eski yerlesim yerlerinden birini
kesfetme olanagdi veriyor. Ginumuzde kazi ¢calismalarinin
strdtgu bu irili ufakl 12 yerlesim yeri, dinya tarihinde hayati
onem tasiyan ancak ¢ok az bilinen bir déneme 1sik tutacak.

A VAST LAND WITH MYSTERIES
TO BE REVEALED

Discovered in 1997, Karahantepe is a 46-kilometre drive to the
city centre of Sanliurfa. First excavations on site started in 2019.
Spreading on an area of 140,000 sgm, the site has more than 250
T-shaped megaliths that are easily seen on the site. These stelae,
proofs of many structures carved into the bedrock, are decorated
with human and animal depictions —along with various animal
depictions, it is also possible to see a lot of human depictions.
Karahantepe promises important information to solve the enigma
of an unexplored era in history.

GURCUTEPE
KURTTEPESI
TASLITEPE

GOBEKLITEPE
KARAHANTEPE
HARBETSUVAN

SEFERTEPE
AYANLAR
YOGUNBURC

SAYBURC
CAKMAKTEPE
YENIMAHALLE

Tas Tepeler is a crucially important region that proves us

the existence of other areas, similar and contemporary to

ey ; : : 5 Gobeklitepe. For now, we can say that these places are set

Vet Ao ] ST S Aa s A on high hills and ideally located for hunting. Covers found ot

! ' ' AN ; immediate surroundings of these locations support this view.

However, what we know is minimal compared to what we will
learn. There is still a lot to discover in this wonderous land!

Tas Tepeler, bizlere, Gobeklitepe ile cagdas ve benzer ozellikler
taslyan baska yerler oldugunu kanithyor. Simdilik bu yerlerin
tamaminin yiksek tepeler Gzerinde, avcilik i¢in ideal alanlarda
oldugunu sdéylemek mu n. Bu alanlarin yakin c¢evresinde
bulunan av yerleri de bu goérisu destekliyor. Ancak bildiklerimiz,
o6greneceklerimizin hentiz ¢cok kicuk bir kismi.

Bu biiyiileyici alanda kegfedilmeyi bekleyen ¢ok sey var!

The Land of Great Transformation

LAST HUNTER-GATHERERS, PUNYANIN SON AVCILARI,
FIRST SETTLERS ILK YERLESIKLERI

Covering an area of 200 km from one end to the other,  Anadolu’nun ve Yukari Mezopotamya'nin yerlesik hayata gegen en
Tas Tepeler is an Anatolion and Upper Mesopotamian region  eskitopluluklarina ev sahipligi yapan Tas Tepeler, bir uctan digerine
which hosted the earliest settled communities. With a twelve- 200 kilometrelik bir alana yayiliyor. Bélge, 12 bin yillik gegmisiyle
thousand-year-old history, the region was the stage of an  insanlik tarihinin en 6nemli déntstimlerinden birine sahne olmus.
important transformation in world history - the transformation  S6z konusu dénustim, Neolitik cagda avci-toplayiciliktan yerlesik
that took us from hunter-gatherer lifeways to the first sedentism,  hayata, yeni beslenme aliskanliklarina, bircok ydnuyle yeni bir
new dietary habits and a new way of life during Neolithic era. yasam bicimine gegisi icermis.

Gébeklitepe's history traces to 9600 BCE and reflects an  Gébeklitepe'nin tarihi MO 9600°lere kadar uzaniyor ve yaklasik v
uninterrupted period of 1500 years. 1500 yillik bir siireci kesintisiz olarak yansitiyor. 3 s )

In addition to these sites, Sanlurfa
Archaeology Museum showcases
some stunning artefacts and items
from Palaeolithic and Neolithic eras
including the world-famous Urfa Man
-a limestone sculpture from the
Pre-Pottery Neolithic era.

Bu yerlesim yerlerine ek olarak, Sanliurfa
Arkeoloji Mtizesi, Paleolitik ve Neolitik
caglardan pek cok etkileyici buluntu ve
esyaya ev sahipligi yapiyor. Bu buluntular
arasinda, Canak Cémleksiz Neolitik caga
tarihlenen, kire¢tasindan yapilma diinyaca
Unlt Balikligol Heykeli de yer aliyor.

This time frame refers to neither one place, nor a given moment: ~ Bu zaman dilimi ne tek bir yeri ne de tek bir ani ifade ediyor:
the process had happened in o vast region and had remained  s6z konusu olan genis bir cografyada gerceklesen ve
dynamic for a long time. Anatolia is the place where today's  dinamizmini uzun bir stre koruyan bir stirec. Anadolu, gintmuz
civilisation was born. It is also the place par excellence where  medeniyetlerinin dogdugu yer olmakla kalmamis, ayni zamanda
humans established the first long-haul commercial relations,  uzun mesafeli ticaretin gergeklestigi, hayvan evcillestirme
tried to tame animals and to do agriculture, founded villages  ve tarim denemelerinin yapildidi, ilk kez kdylerin kuruldugu ve
for the first time, and built the world's oldest monumental  dinyanin en eski anitsal yapilarinininsa edildigi yer olmus. Butin
structures. All these constitute also the most important  bu unsurlar, ayni zamanda modern insan yasaminin en dnemli
features of modern human life. dgeleri.



